
Special GuestsSpecial Guests
Black Awakening Choir
President Michael Rao, Ph.D
Jessica Bell Brown, ICA
Provost Fotis Sotiropoulos, Ph.D.
Maghboeba Mosavel, Ph.D,
Community Engagement
Faye Belgrave, Ph. D, Inclusive
Excellence

4:30 PM Doors Open
4:45 PM Guest Enter Auditorium
5:00 PM Opening & Welcome
5:05 PM Introduction
5:15 PM President’s Remarks
5:20 PM Keynote Speaker
5:45 PM Fireside Chat
6:15 PM Awards & Closing Remarks
6:25 PM Reception

Order of ServiceOrder of Service

“ I N  T H E  E N D ,  W E  W I L L
R E M E M B E R  N O T  T H E

W O R D S  O F  O U R  E N E M I E S ,
B U T  T H E  S I L E N C E  O F  O U R

F R I E N D S ”  

-  M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G ,  J R .

C e l e b r a t i o n  2 0 2 5C e l e b r a t i o n  2 0 2 5
MLK KeynoteMLK Keynote
C e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  L e g a c y  o f  

D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  J r .

J A N U A R Y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 5

5 : 0 0  P M  -  7 : 0 0  P M

I N S T I T U T E  F O R  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A R T

D I V I S I O N  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T



Keynote SpeakerKeynote Speaker

Fireside ChatFireside Chat

Dr. John Kinney, 
Virginia Union University,
Director, Center for African
American Pentecostalism and
Leadership Development

ModeratorModerator

Dr. Tomika
Ferguson, VCU
School of
Education

PANELISTPANELIST

Carol Adams,
Carol Adams

Foundation

PANELISTPANELIST

Sean Miller,
Boys & Girls

Club of Metro
Richmond

PANELISTPANELIST

I-Kamliah
Hiwott, VCU

Student

Scan for
speaker

bios &
digital
event

program

MLK Keynote & Events Workgroup
Ashli Phillips (Co-Chair), Sarah McCall (Co-Chair),
Verenda Cobbs (Co-Chair), Arya Hanjagi, Carlton
Goode, Curtis Hall II, Dani Derricott, Dominique

Graves, Bishop Ernest Moore, Kaylynn Hill, Lorielle
Bouldin, Monique Sample, Ray Graves, Roy Roach
III, Sean Miller, Stephanie Hart, Tobi Ojo, Vaughn

Garland

Communications & Outreach Workgroup
Alliannah Hamilton (Co-Chair), Joshua Lockhardt

(Co-Chair), Stephen Davenport (Co-Chair), Brittany
Seward, Caine Green, Miles Gordon, Rasheeda

Creighton, Seth Knight

MLK Day of Service Workgroup
Kendra Robinson-Light (Co-Chair), Micah “Bam

Bam” White (Co-Chair), Mollie Reinhart (Co-Chair),
Ariyahna Cheeks, Gabriel Driver, Heather Ashton,
Ivy Bell, James Crump-Wallace, Johanna Adams,
Kelsey Jones, Kendra Sheffield, Michael Smart,

Misti Mueller, Stephanie Rizzi 

MLK WEEK IS PRESENTED BY THE 
VCU DIVISION OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

SPONSORED BY THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

COMMUNITY.VCU.EDU

@VCUDCE |           @VCUENGAGE

2025 Planning Committee2025 Planning Committee
A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  o u r


